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The first operations in the northern hills were to open up

Operations in the northern     tlle Sokte tract throughout  its length to

hills-                   Manipur, to its western border in the

Lushai Hills, and to the Kabaw valley on the east.

An advanced base was established at Lanacot, some eighty
miles north of Fort White, from which this work was satisfactorily
concluded without opposition by troops under the command of
Captain G. B. Stevens. One party pushed right through to Manipur,
thereby creating a great impression in the Chins accompanying the
column, who for the first time realized that the white men in the
Chin Hills and Manipur were one and the same race.

In the south, after the close of the active operations of 1890-91,

Progress of events in the     milch time was sPeilt Cultivating Cordial

south.               relations with the Haka Chiefs, and the

peace of the hills near our posts was only broken by an attack by
the Hakas on their tributary village of Kusa.

Further afield, however, the people were still restless ; a pre-
sent of powder and shot (the Chin, method of declaring war) was
sent us by the southern independent villages, while the Yahow
and northern Tlantlang tribes were still openly hostile.

On the 25th December the Baungshe Column left Minywa under

the command of Major  Gunning, 60th

The BaungSh6 Column.        R.fleg_     -^^ ^^  g^^  ^^

out opposition, an advanced base was formed at Lotaw, from
whence a tour of the surrounding country was made. The column
then returned to Haka, with the exception of a small party left at
Lotaw to visit some outlying districts which had not been touched
by the main body. This work was successfully accomplished, and
the party were on their return march to Haka, when the Chins
suddenly assumed a threatening attitude, and the Shurkwa Chief
refused to supply the column with coolies. After some fruitless
negotiations the villagers fired at the troops, and an engagement
ensued, as the result of which the village was destroyed, and about
fifty Chins were killed and wounded. The British party, whose
casualties amounted to one killed and one wounded, then returned
to Haka which was reached without further incident. As a result
of these operations thirty-three villages had tendered their submis-
sion, and twenty-five Burmese captives had been'released*